[Role of noninvasive examinations in the management of ischemic heart disease. III. Assessment of myocardial viability].
Assessment of myocardial viability is a field of growing interest. This article summarizes the pathophysiology of myocardial stunning and hibernation; both phenomena are associated with the presence of dysfunctional, viable myocardium. The techniques that are currently available for the assessment of viability, and the clinical situations in which these assessments may be more useful are discussed.